
Economics 3Z03 Health Economics      Fall 2017 
 
 
Instructor: Dr. Barb Bloemhof   bloemhbl@mcmaster.ca   

Please put the course code in the subject line to differentiate it from spam: 
                                       Subject:          3Z03  
I usually respond to messages from your McMaster email within a day. 
 

Class meetings: Monday & Thursday 3:30pm – 4:20pm in MDCL 1309 
   Tuesday 4:30pm – 5:20pm in MDCL 1309 
Instructor Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 2pm – 3:30pm in KTH 433 
 
 
 
The purpose of this course is to give you an understanding of the economics of health 
care, and its applications in the Canadian context.  You will develop skill analyzing and 
critically evaluating health policies and delivery mechanisms using economic reasoning 
and the tools and techniques of microeconomics.  
 
The prerequisites for this course are Econ 2CC3 Health Economics and its Application 
to Health Policy OR Econ 2G03 Intermediate Microeconomics I OR Econ 2X03 Applied 
Business Economics OR HLTH AGE 2C03 Health Economics and its Application to 
Health Policy).   
 
 
Course Objectives 
By the end of this course you will be able to: 

• Describe the Canadian health care system and identify three challenges related to its 
economic dimensions 

• Understand and apply at least five economic concepts relevant to analyzing the 
Canadian health care infrastructure, including health care professionals, hospitals, 
insurance conventions, public health and diagnostic testing 

• Identify relevant sources of information about health care systems, especially 
Canada’s, and evaluate their credibility 

• Explain your attitude towards one or more government policies that affect the 
economic dimensions of health care in Canada or elsewhere. 

 
 
Textbook: Jeremiah Hurley, Health Economics (first edition). McGraw-Hill Ryerson 
2010.  ISBN 978-0-07-091648-7.  
 
Chapters readings and dates are listed below: read the relevant section of the textbook 
before coming to class in order to maximize your comprehension during class and to 
prepare you for exams.  
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Assignments and learning activities will be given in class to provide an opportunity to 
work with health economics concepts, techniques and insights.  

• In-class concept activities are mini-projects worked in groups during class: they 
depend on the work in class to date; complete all of them to earn 15 marks.   

• In class writing is completed on a single sheet of paper (can be double sided) 
three times during the term; these will be graded using the grading rubric 
published below.  Any unexcused* missed writing class reduces the grade for 
writing by one-third. 

• Two Midterms will be given in the term. Any unexcused* missed midterm earns a 
zero.  

• You may bring a single sheet of handwritten notes into any midterm or the final 
examination (which may be double sided), that must be turned in with the 
examination. You may NOT bring in or use ANY calculator, including the 
standard McMaster calculator (no calculator apps on phones will be permitted).  

*Unexcused missed work is work missed without medical documentation for illness 
received in accordance with McMaster policies. 

 
Assessment: Your final grade for this course is comprised of the following elements  

In-class concept activities  =   15 marks (= 1.5 * 10) 

In-class writing   =   20 marks (Sept 18, Oct 30, Nov 27) 

Midterm test I   Sept 25   
Midterm test II  Nov 6    
(15 marks each)   =   30 marks   

Final exam    =   35 marks (during examination period) 
                                           -------------- 

Total marks possible in course = 100 marks 
Each student must also complete a library assignment posted on AVENUE before 
midnight September 13, 2017. 
 
Assessment Policies 

1. Missed In-Class Concept Activities, Writing and Examinations  
Anyone with a note from Student Health Services or their physician may be excused 
from in-class assessments without grade penalty.  Please arrange to have someone 
bring a physician’s note to the Faculty of Social Sciences office prior to the time of the 
missed class or exam. Note: Faculty of Social Sciences office (120 KTH) generally 
closes at 4 pm. 
 

2. Academic Integrity 
Any work that you turn in for grades must be your own. There are two McMaster 
University Senate policies that together outline how the autonomy of your work is 
protected and how those who do not earn their marks will be adjudicated: Academic 
Integrity Policy (http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-
AcademicStudies/AcademicIntegrity.pdf) and Code of Student Rights & 
Responsibilities (http://studentconduct.mcmaster.ca/student_code_of_conduct.html).  
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Course Topics, Assessments, Homework and Reading Assignments  
** Subject to change – consult Avenue to Learn for updates ** 
       

Week Starts month/date   Readings & Activities     

1 9/5 Chapter 1 Hurley "Health Economics"   

          

              

2 9/11 Chapter 2 Hurley "Health Economics"   

        

              

3 9/18 Chapter 3 Hurley "Health Economics"   

          

    
In Class 
writing         

4 9/25 Chapter 5 Hurley "Health Economics"   

      

     Midterm         

5 10/2 Chapter 7 Hurley "Health Economics"   

        

             

  10/9 Reading Week        

6 10/16 
Chapters 8 & 9 Hurley "Health 
Economics"   

          

              

7 10/23 Chapter 10 Hurley "Health Economics"   

     
              

8 10/30 Chapter 6 Hurley "Health Economics"   

        

   

In Class 
writing          

9 11/6 Chapter 11 Hurley "Health Economics"   

          

    Midterm          

10 11/13 Chapter 12 Hurley "Health Economics"   

     
              

11 11/20 Chapter 13 Hurley "Health Economics"   

        

             

12 11/27 
Chapters 4 & 15 Hurley "Health 
Economics"   

   

    
In Class 
writing         

13 12/4 Wrap-up & Review   
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Grading Rubric for writing   Adapted from: R. Runté and K. Mazurek (2002) in Runte (2002) Managing 
Assessment in Inquiry-Driven Courses, presented at Society for Teaching and Learning in Higher 
Education meetings, McMaster University (June 2002).  
 
A - EXCELLENT (80 - 100) - A Markedly Exceptional Performance  

• originality, insight, and creativity are demonstrated; the writing goes beyond repeating what 
others have said and contributes something new to our understanding of the topic 

• a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter is demonstrated, including an in-depth 
understanding of the relevant concepts, theories, and issues related to the topic addressed  

• an awareness of differing viewpoints is demonstrated and a rigorous assessment of these 
undertaken where relevant  

• an ability to think critically is demonstrated in the analysis, synthesis and evaluation of relevant 
information  

• a thoughtful statement of position is presented and defended through logical arguments and 
carefully selected supportive detail; the arguments presented build to a consistent conclusion  

• a clear, fluent, and concise style highlights a well written, tightly argued, and logically structured 
essay  

• a virtually flawless mastery of all aspects of grammar, structure, and style is demonstrated  

B - SUPERIOR (70 - 79) - Clearly Above Average Performance  

• a thorough grasp of the subject matter is demonstrated  

• an awareness of differing viewpoints is demonstrated and an assessment of these attempted 
where relevant  

• the writing goes beyond description to interpretation, analysis, synthesis and evaluation  

• a Position is adopted and logically argued; appropriate supporting detail is supplied  

• a clear style that communicates well (but may contain occasional or minor flaws in the mechanics 
of spelling, grammar, sentence structure, etc.) is evident in the logical presentation of a 
reasonable argument 

C - SATISFACTORY (60 - 69) - A Fully Competent Essay  

• a basic grasp of the subject matter is demonstrated  

• accurate information incorporating relevant sources and references is conveyed  

• a position is adopted and logically argued  

• an adequate attempt at analysis, synthesis, interpretation or evaluation is evident  

• an acceptable style demonstrates an awareness of, and attention to, the principles of paragraph 
development, sentence structure, grammar and spelling, etc.  

D - POOR (50 - 59) - A Marginally Acceptable Essay  

• a lack of familiarity with the subject matter is demonstrated through the omission of key material, 
or through the misinterpretation of important concepts, theories or issues  

• a lack of critical thinking is evident in writing which is more descriptive than interpretive; or in 
which the analysis and synthesis are logically flawed; or in which there is a reliance on assertion; 
or in which the relevance of supporting detail is questionable  

• a position is not taken, is hard to determine, or is inconsistent with arguments or information 
presented in the writing 

• there is a lack of originality and an over-reliance on material presented in class or in the assigned 
readings  

• written expression requires improvement in basic communication skills; or written communication 
is marred by inflated diction, overly complex sentence structures, or an obtuse style.  

F - FAILING (0 - 49) - An Unacceptable Performance  

• a basic lack of understanding of the subject matter is demonstrated through gross 
misinterpretation or omissions  
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• there is little attempt to go beyond description; or interpretation and analysis demonstrates gross 
error in logic or supporting detail; or little or no factual material is presented; or material presented 
contains gross factual error; or is completely irrelevant  

• written expression is disorganized, incoherent, poorly expressed, and contains unacceptably 
frequent or serious errors in grammar, sentence structure, and spelling 
OR  

• an attempt is made to use others' work without providing proper acknowledgment * 

• an attempt is made to hand in writing from another course * 

• an attempt is made to write on a topic other than that approved in writing by the instructor. 

*  Note that, at McMaster University, these two criteria carry other consequences, as outlined in the Senate 
regulations on Academic Dishonesty.  See McMaster University Academic Integrity Policy (accessed 22 July 2012 at 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicIntegrity.pdf).  

 


